
Weekly Worship Resource   
St. Margaret’s Uniting Church, Hackett; with 

St James Uniting Church, Curtin. 
6th December 2020 

 

THIS WEEK’S ‘HYBRID’ SERVICE – LIVE AT ST. MARGARET’S AND ON ZOOM. 
We continue this week with worship services in the St. Margaret’s Church at 
Hackett as well as a Zoom option. Our friends at St James will join us, either in 
person or on Zoom. 
There is safe space for 90 people at St. Margaret’s. COVID 19 health 
considerations will be observed, including appropriate physical distancing and 
hygiene measures. There will not be any live singing or physical passing of the 
peace (except among family and household members). 
 
 
 
 

 The service starts at 10:30. You can join the Zoom service from 10:20 for a 
gathering time. You will see the service as it happens in the church. 
With our current technology the sharing of slides and videos on Zoom will not be 
possible. You will still be able to hear the songs clearly. If you are attending on 
Zoom please print the liturgy so you can participate. And you CAN SING if you 
are on Zoom! 
 
About USING ZOOM DURING the service. 
 
Those on Zoom can begin the service with a catch-up and chat as they gather. 
Please unmute your microphone if you wish to say hello. You will be muted when 
the service starts. 
Please choose “Speaker” view (top right of the screen) to watch the service. If you 
are on Gallery view you will only see a small picture of the service. 
 
The liturgy for printing is on the FOLLOWING pages. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
"To be at a beginning is to find that we are not prisoners of the past. John the Baptist 
announced as much."       John Stendahl. 
 
Call to Worship. 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.”  
We hear God’s voice and so we come 
to proclaim God’s justice for all. 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
We hear God’s voice and so we come 
to announce peace to all our neighbours. 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
We hear God’s voice and so we come 
to live out God’s unconditional love. 
You cry out to us, O Lord, 
calling us to come to you. 
Open our ears to hear your voice of love 
that we might experience your unending grace 
as we are gathered here today. 
Open our ears to hear your voice of justice 
that we might boldly work to realize your peace 
throughout all creation.  (Adapt.Jessica Perersen/ct) 
 
Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country. 
  
TiS 647 Comfort, comfort all my people (Robin Mann) 
Musicians play and words on screen. 
 
 
Comfort, comfort all my people  
with the comfort of my word.  
Speak it tender to my people:  
All your sins are taken away.  
 

Though your tears be rivers running,  
though your tears be an ocean full,  
though you cry with the hurt of living, comfort, comfort.  
Every valley shall be lifted, 
every mountain shall be low, 
every rough place will be smoother: comfort, comfort.  
 
Comfort, comfort all my people  
with the comfort of my word.  



Speak it tender to my people:  
All your sins are taken away.  
 
Though your eyes see only darkness,  
though your eyes can see no light, t 
though your eyes see pain and sorrow: comfort, comfort.  
Every night will have its morning,  
every pain will have an end,  
every burden will be lightened: comfort, comfort.  
 
Comfort, comfort all my people  
with the comfort of my word.  
Speak it tender to my people:  
All your sins are taken away.  
 
Advent Candles. 

In the beginning 
darkness covered the face of the deep 
And God was present in that darkness.  

God of light and darkness 
we light this first Advent candle 
to affirm the presence of God as hope  

In the wilderness 
beneath a canopy of stars 
we confront our deepest fears 
we trust that darkness 
to hold the abundance of your peace.  

God of light and darkness 
we light this second Advent candle 
to affirm the presence of God as peace  

Prayers of giving thanks and saying sorry. 
 
Declaration of Forgiveness. 

 
TiS 263 The bright wind is blowing (Cecily Taylor) 
Musicians play and words on screen. 
 
1 The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of heaven, 
and where it is going to, no one can say; 
but where it is passing our hearts are awaking 
to stretch from the darkness and reach for the day. 



 
2 The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of heaven, 
and many old thoughts will be winnowed away; 
the husk that is blown is the chaff of our hating, 
the seed that is left is the hope for our day. 
 
3 The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of heaven, 
the love that it kindles will never betray; 
the fire that it fans is the warmth of our caring, 
so lean on the wind - it will show us the way. 
 
A Celebration of Banners. 
 
Eco Minute 
 
Readings. It doesn’t matter – Cheryl Laurie. 
 
It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have faith; 
whether or not you are cynical or despairing, hope-filled or hope-less: 
what matters to God is simply that you are here. 
We are in the time of Advent, in preparation for Christmas. 
Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 
in the most ordinary parts of our world and our lives 
that we need prepare for it. 
We need to make the space in our lives where love might be born. 
Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. 
Together, let us practice being ready in the faith that Christ will come.   Cheryl Lawrie 
 
Isaiah 40:1-5 - Handel’s version. (Comfort, Comfort / Every Valley / And the Glory.) 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her 
penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 
 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for 
the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 



who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."  
 
Romans 12 v2.  First the NRSV then The Message versions. 
 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
 
 
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God 
as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. 
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily 
recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around 
you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, 
develops well-formed maturity in you. 
 
Reflection. – Waiting is a verb! 
 
Feedback & questions. 
 
Advent Credo 
 
It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction and loss— 
This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that those 
who believe in Him will not perish but have everlasting life; 

It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, 
death and destruction— 
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war and 
destruction rule forever— 
This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall be called wonderful counselor, mighty 
God, the Everlasting, the Prince of peace. 



It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule the world— 
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and see, I am with 
you, even until the end of the world. 

It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the 
prophets of the Church before we can be peacemakers— 
This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh. Your sons and daughters shall 
prophesy, your young men shall see visions and your old men shall have dreams. 

It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human dignity, of 
peace are not meant for this earth and for this history— 
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers shall worship 
God in spirit and in truth. 

So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us see visions of love and 
peace and justice.  

Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the 
life of the world. Daniel Berrigan, 2004. 

Prayers for others. 
We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray:  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. Now and forever. Amen.  

Passing the Gift of Peace. 
"Peace I give you," said Jesus. Now let us share this extravagant gift with each other.  
The peace of God be with you! And also with you!  
The peace is shared among the congregation 
 
Song as we share the peace -  TiS 713 Dona nobis pacem domine  
(Jacques Berthier) Video Recording. 
 
The Eucharist 
 
Source and Sustainer of life we name God, 
present and active from the beginning of time, 
we are gathered in your ever presentness. 
And it is right that we give thanks and praise, 
and tell our stories of celebration and connectedness. 
 
In time beyond our dreaming 
Creativity God hovered over the water, 
and was revealed in fire and storm and precious law. 
Likewise, humanity in this creative likeness evolved on this earth, 
along with earth’s minerals and waters, 
flowers and fruits, 



living creatures of grace and beauty! 
We offer this our thanks and praise. 
Our stories go on to say: 
Noah was shown a rainbow, 
Moses gained courage to free his people, 
in the face of danger Miriam would sing, 
Esther found new strength, and Ruth stayed loyal. 
We give thanks for women and men 
in many different cultures and times who spoke about 
our connectedness with each other, 
and with all the universe. 
In this age and season, 
with its TV and shopping and summer sun, 
we wait again with expectant hearts and hopeful spirits, 
as we seek to discern your presentness among us. 
So we join our celebration to the adoration of all people: 
Holy, holy, holy, compassionate God, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
BLESSING THE ELEMENTS 
Long ago our tradition says, Jesus came in the humble birth of a child, 
a child of amazing and divine love, 
a child of Mary's 'yes' to you, 
a child of Joseph's acceptance, 
a child of our humanity. 
 We pledge ourselves to be embodiments of the dream he dreamed. 
 
Long ago our tradition says, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
 'This bread is broken, as my body will be'. 
Bread is broken 
And he handed it to his friends inviting them to eat: 
'Remember all that I have been to you'. 
Long ago, our tradition says, Jesus poured a cup of wine, 
offered thanks for it, and gave it to his friends: 
Wine poured out 
'This wine is poured out as my life will be poured out. 
As you drink give thanks for all I have given'. 
 
It is through the goodness and effort of others, that 
we have this bread and wine to offer... 
bread, that was once scattered as grain in a paddock 
and gathered together and baked into a loaf; 



wine, that was once grapes grown on a hillside 
and gathered together and pressed into juice. 
May this gathering of this community of faith 
be comforted and challenged during this Advent season. 
May people see in us the courage and the generosity 
that characterised Jesus' life. 
 
SHARE THE ELEMENTS 
Come, eat and drink of the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
Words of Blessing. 
 
Song– Deep Peace – Dorothy & Robin Mann (recording) 
 
 
 


