
WEEKLY WORSHIP RESOURCE  

ST. JAMES & ST. MARGARET’S. 

18 TH OCTOBER 2020 

CLOSURE OF MINISTRY FOR REV. CHRIS LOCKLEY 

 

This Sunday’s service will mark the closure of Chris Lockley’s ministry with us 

and his retirement. The service will be held at St. Margaret’s for those wanting 

to attend, and will also be on Zoom. 

 
 
 
Members from St. James St. Margaret’s are asked to indicate their attendance 
by using the Trybooking facility. https://www.trybooking.com/BLXEK  
Members of Holy Cross Anglican will also attend. 

There is safe space for 80 people at St. Margaret’s. If numbers exceed hs there 

will be an overflow in the hall watching on Zoom. 

COVID 19 health considerations will be observed, including appropriate 

physical distancing and hygiene measures. There will NOT be any live singing 

or physical passing of the peace (except among family and household 

members). 

With our current technology the sharing of slides and videos on Zoom will not 

be possible. You will still be able to hear the songs clearly. If you are attending 

on Zoom please PRINT the liturgy so you can participate. And you CAN SING if 

you are on Zoom! 

The service is found on the following pages. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BLXEK


Welcome 

Opening sentences (Source: Craig Mitchell 2018) 
The early Celtic Church had a strong sense of God’s presence in everyday life. 
They also believed certain places – often isolated places – provided 
particularly close experiences of God’s presence. They called these places 
“thin places”, where they believed the separation between the physical and 
spiritual world was “thinner” than elsewhere. 

 
This is a thin place 
Where earth and heaven embrace 
Where past interweaves with future 
Where people gather expectantly 
 

This is a thin place 
Where hopes are renewed 
Where faith is restored 
Where peace is revived 
Where love is refreshed 
 

This is a thin place 
Where fresh words are heard 
Deep wisdom revealed 
Daring promises proclaimed 
 

This is a thin place 
Where the God who shaped us 
The Christ who remakes us 
The Spirit who inspires us 
Walk among us 
Full of grace and truth 
 

God above us, God beside us, God within us 
May we be open to see and hear 
Your grace revealed 
As we worship you this day 
 

SONG AND GREETING OF PEACE: “The spirit in me greets the Spirit in you.”  

The spirit in me greets the Spirit in you. Alleluia! 
God’s in us and we’re in God. Alleluia! 



Prayer of awareness. 

SONG: “Christ be our light.”  
Bernadette Farrell. Arranged Susan Reid. Good Faith Choir 

Longing for light, waiting in darkness. 
Hoping for truth, we turn to you. 
Show us your light, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry, 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 
 

Christ be our light! 
Shine in our hearts, 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your Church 
Gathered today. 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless, 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone.  

 

Longing for peace,  
      our world is troubled, 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word and light  
     have pow’r to help us, 
Make us your living voice. 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the hearts that long to be warm. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Sharing the love you’ve shown. 

Prayer of Confession for Closure of Ministry. 

Assurance of new life. 
 

SONG: “Wake now my senses” – solo on guitar by Daniel Wiebe.  

Words: Thomas Mikelson Music: Slane, TIS 626 

 

Wake, now, my senses and hear the Earth call; 

Feel the deep power of being in all; 

Keep with the web of creation your vow, 

Giving, receiving as love shows us how. 

 

Wake, now, my reason, reach out to the new; 

Join with each pilgrim who quests for the true; 

Honour the beauty and wisdom of time; 

Suffer your limit and praise the sublime. 



Wake, now, compassion, give heed to the cry; 

Voices of suffering fill the wide sky; 

Take as your neighbour both stranger and friend, 

Praying and striving their hardship to end. 

 

Wake, now, my conscience, with justice thy guide; 

Join with all people whose rights are denied; 

Take not for granted a privileged place; 

God’s love embraces the whole human race. 

 

Wake, now, my vision of ministry clear; 

Brighten my pathway with radiance here; 

Mingle my calling with all who will share; 

Work t’ward a planet transformed by our care. 

 
Readings: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 – Anne Wilkes 

Matthew 22:15-22 – Helen Sahhar 

Reflection 

Congregational reflection. 

SONG: “May our lives and our prayers be one”  
Paul Somerville. Paddington Uniting Church.  

May our lives and our prayers be one 
As our hopes shape the roads we walk on 
And when our work and our dreaming’s done 
May our lives and our prayers be one 

Within the rhythm of our days  
We take the time to muse and pray  
The fears we face, the tears we taste 
We view in light of holy grace.  

We name our deepest hopes and dreams  
For those we love and all in need.  
We picture how the world could be.  
We live the change we long to see. 

Prayers of the People. 

The letting go of the Pastoral Relationship. 

Holy Cross / St. Margaret’s Covenant statements 



Release from ministry. 
 

The Chairperson of the Congregation/s may briefly farewell the Minister.  
 

The Minister may reply. 
 

Song: “Be a blessing.” (Psalm 72) Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 

 

Be a blessing like rain showers the earth 

 

With fierce compassion, defend the poor 

Hear the cries of the troubled 

With firm conviction, open the doors 

Lead the way to peace through the rubble 

 

With lovingkindness, notice the hurt 

See those caught in the system 

Work with the nations; help heal the earth 

Brave our path ahead with a vision 

 

We stand together to send you out 

and we pray for your courage 

Great tasks ahead now; work from the heart 

Be a blessing all through the voyage. 

Blessing 

SONG: TIS 749 “Thuma mina / Send me Jesus” – Good Faith Choir – recessional. 


