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THIS WEEK’S MUSIC. 

This week’s music includes hymns from Together in Song and others we have 

sung in the past with two songs for listening and contemplation – one, to open 

our service. We will also learn a new song in the early part of the service, and 

sing it at our closing: “When the darkness overwhelms us”. If you would like to 

have a look at this hymn, by Jim Strathdee, before Sunday, it can be found at 

the following link, with the musical score accompanied by singing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVHXxvNpAqw 

We are blessed by those musicians and church choirs who have made their 

videos available for use. 

 

ABOUT THE SERVICE. 

We will begin the service with a catch-up and chat as we gather. Please 

unmute your microphone if you wish to say hello. If you join after the service 

has begun, please keep your microphone muted. You will be invited to unmute 

at different parts of the service. 

The service will commence at 10:30 when we will all be muted and Chris will 

lead us into worship. 

- Please choose “Speaker” view (top right of the screen) when one person 

is leading. Choose “Gallery” view when multiple people are participating 

e.g. the passing of the peace, sharing joys and concerns, or 

congregational sharing. 

- We will all be muted when a hymn or song is played, or a responsive 

prayer is shared. Please sing along at home if you wish. 

- The sharing of joys and concerns will happen in small breakout groups, 

with everyone coming back to the large group for a pastoral prayer. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVHXxvNpAqw


 

THE SERVICE. 

 

Gathering space – we greet each other as we gather together. 

Welcome. 

The gong is sounded. 

Listening song: “God known and unknown” – Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpRFboevV44&fbclid=IwAR1zOQUs

DlcSwBssBC2ZftX7FwBSopmrxAqLSsyQLc59Znqk-qJv2yiyDg4  

The candle is lit. 

Call to worship. 

We are connected by God's Spirit, hoping for a glimpse of the holy: 
the One who brooded over Creation 
who engulfed a bush in flame 
who made a path through the waters 
who rolled away the tombstone 
 
We are connected by God's Spirit, hoping for a whisper of the truth: 
the Word who first spoke in the silence 
the voice who raged with prophet’s zeal 
the host who sang of peace on earth 
the teacher who blessed humble and poor 
 
We are connected by God's Spirit, hoping for a touch of compassion: 
the tenderness that shaped the human body 
the caress that opened eyes of the blind 
the soothing hand that brought healing calm 
the warmth that embraced lonely and lost 
 
… 
We are connected by God's Spirit, in the presence of mystery: 
of One who is 
revealed and hidden, 
known and unknown 
mother and father of Creation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpRFboevV44&fbclid=IwAR1zOQUsDlcSwBssBC2ZftX7FwBSopmrxAqLSsyQLc59Znqk-qJv2yiyDg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpRFboevV44&fbclid=IwAR1zOQUsDlcSwBssBC2ZftX7FwBSopmrxAqLSsyQLc59Znqk-qJv2yiyDg4


human God-with-us 
living Word 
eternal Spirit 
Three and One 
 
Breathe into us  
hope, faith and joy 
Breathe into us 
compassion, truth and holiness 
 
Breathe into us 
reconciliation, justice and peace 
Breathe newness of life 
as we worship today 
in this place and in many places 
joined by your Spirit of comfort and hope 
Amen 

 

Hymn “Dear Lord and Father of mankind.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqOnjmr9Ah0 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
 

In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 
 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqOnjmr9Ah0


Reflection: “Nothing is lost.” John O’Donohue, Excerpt from ‘Beauty’. 

All through your life, the most precious experiences seem to vanish. 

Transience turns everything to air. You look behind and see no sign even 

of a yesterday that was so intense. Yet in truth, nothing ever disappears, 

nothing is lost. Everything that happens to us in the world passes into us. 

It all becomes part of the inner temple of the soul and it can never be 

lost. This is the art of the soul: to harvest your deeper life from all the 

seasons of your experience. This is probably why the soul never surfaces 

fully. The intimacy and tenderness of its light would blind us. We 

continue in our days to wander between the shadowing and the 

brightening, while all the time a more subtle brightness sustains us. If we 

could but realize the sureness around us, we would be much more 

courageous in our lives. The frames of anxiety that keep us caged would 

dissolve. We would live the life we love and in that way, day by day, free 

our future from the weight of regret. 

 

Opening prayer of who we are. 

Greeting of Peace. 

We learn 1 verse of hymn “When the darkness overwhelms us”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVHXxvNpAqw 

Sharing of joys and concerns in Breakout groups … Pastoral prayer. 

Hymn “Come and find the quiet centre.”  

Come and find the quiet centre 
in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, 
find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, 
clear our eyes, that we can see 
all the things that really matter, 
be at peace, and simply be. 

Silence is a friend who claims us, 
cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, 
knows our being, touches base, 
making space within our thinking, 
lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we're shrinking, 
finding scope for faith begun. 

In the Spirit let us travel, 
open to each other's pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, 
celebrate the space we gain: 
there's a place for deepest dreaming, 
there's a time for heart to care, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVHXxvNpAqw


in the Spirit's lively scheming 
there is always room to spare! 

 

Reading – Matthew 14: 22-33 

Loving through the storms – John Van de Laar  

The worst storms, Jesus, are the ones caused by our fear, 
when we grow afraid of losing our power, 
or we grow suspicious of the power of others, 
when we refuse to acknowledge your mysterious authority; 
  
Yet, it’s in the storm that we find our capacity to love. 
In releasing our weak claim to power 
and opening to your reign, 
we discover a new way of seeing ourselves – 
as called and useful and beloved – 
and the other, whoever they may be – 
as dignified and precious and beloved. 
  
Here in the storm, Jesus, we need you, and we need each other, 
and the love you give us to share, 
leads us through sacrifice and self-giving 
to peace and calm, 
if only we will loose our hold on fear. 
  

Listening song – “God will see us through.”© 2020 Bryan Sirchio.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=35&v=FzokhS9KHFU&

feature=emb_logo 

Contemporary Reflection – Chris. 

Silent reflection. 

Congregational reflection. 

 

Hymn “When the darkness overwhelms us.”  Jim Strathdee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eKOX1mLppg 

1 When the darkness overwhelms us  
to dim our sight and mind,  
when all roads lead to confusion  

3 When in weary isolation  
we’ve lost our courage to care,  
when our captive spirits perish  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=35&v=FzokhS9KHFU&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=35&v=FzokhS9KHFU&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eKOX1mLppg


and hope’s impossible to find,  
free our minds for dreaming 
of a time when war shall ever cease,  
free our eyes for vision  
that leads us to the ways of peace.  

 

in the bondage of despair,  
free our arms for action  
reaching for another’s hand,  
free our feet for marching  
or move to boldly make a stand.  

 
2 When the fear of war’s destruction  

paralyses heart and breath,  
when our songs and laughter vanish  
in terror of the sounds of death,  
free our hearts for loving  
this life so precious and so dear,  
free our voice for singing  
the songs that overcome our fear.  

 

4 When our sisters are in slav’ry,  
when our brothers are in need,  
when the cost is human mis’ry  
for the nations’ pow’r and greed,  
when the ties are broken  
when we’ve lost our human soul,  
free our lives for serving  
to make the human family whole.  

 
5 Let the mountains ring with freedom,  

let the valleys sing with peace,  

let the rivers swell with justice,  

let our unity increase,  

may the sun’s warm healing  

and the ocean’s mighty roar  

bring the day of justice  

when peace shall reign forevermore.  

Blessing. 

Blessing song: “Celtic blessing.”  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJmxF-txkEg&t=2s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJmxF-txkEg&t=2s

