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HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED THIS SUNDAY. 

Please have a piece of bread (which you can break at the appropriate time) 

and wine (or substitute) prepared before the service.  

   

You can join the Zoom meeting from 10:20. 

We will begin the service with a catch-up and chat as we gather. Please 

UnMute your microphone if you wish to say hello. If you join after the service 

has begun, please keep your microphone muted. You will be invited to unmute 

at different parts of the service. 

The service will commence at 10:30 when we will all be muted and Chris will 

lead us into worship. 

- Please choose “Speaker” view (top right of the screen) when one person 

is leading. Choose “Gallery” view when multiple people are participating 

e.g. the passing of the peace, sharing joys and concerns, or 

congregational sharing. 

- We will all be muted when a hymn or song is played, or a responsive 

prayer is shared. Please sing along at home if you wish. 

- The sharing of joys and concerns will happen in small breakout groups, 

with everyone coming back to the large group for a pastoral prayer. 

Welcome space. 



The gong is sounded … we become present to God and each other in body … in 

breath … in spirit. 

Hymn for reflection: “For everyone born a place at the table”. Shirley Murray. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akF3oWZoIXE 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 

a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star overhead, 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For woman and man, a place at the table, 

revising the roles, deciding the share, 

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 

for woman and man, a system that’s fair, 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For young and for old, a place at the table, 

a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 

the hand of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 

for young and for old, the right to belong, 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For queer and for straight, a place at the table, 

For trans and for gay, a welcoming space, 

a rainbow of race and gender and colour, 

for queer and for straight, the chalice of grace, 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akF3oWZoIXE


To live without fear, and simply to be, 

To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

For everyone born, the right to be free, 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

The candle is lit. 

Call to worship 

Prayer of awareness. 

Hymn 217 “Love divine all lives excelling”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8iBEetssW0 

Verse 2 is not in Together in Song. 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 

Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Breathe, O breathe, Thy loving spirit 
Into every troubled breast 
Let us all in Thee inherit 
Let us find that second rest 
Take away the love of sinning 
Alpha and Omega be 
End of faith, as its beginning 
Sets our hearts at liberty 
 

Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Bible reading: Genesis 32: 23-31. 

 

 

Contemporary reading – Joan Chittister  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8iBEetssW0


In her book “Scarred By Struggle, Transformed By Hope”, the 

Benedictine nun and writer Joan Chittister uses the Jacob story as a 

paradigm for a “spirituality of struggle.” 

In Jacob’s story she identifies eight elements of our human struggle: 

change, isolation, darkness, fear, powerlessness, vulnerability, 

exhaustion, and scarring. 

But with each human struggle there is a corresponding divine gift: 

conversion, independence, faith, courage, surrender, limitations, 

endurance, and transformation. 

“Jacob does what all of us must do, if, in the end, we too are to become 

true. He confronts in himself the things that are wounding him, admits 

his limitations, accepts his situation, rejoins the world, and moves on.” 

 

Prayer of who we are – based on “Plenty” by John van de Laar 

Greeting of Peace. 

Sharing of joys and concerns in breakout groups. 

Pastoral prayers. 

Hymn “In the midst of new dimensions” Words and Music by Julian Rush -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMfvYl28qa4 

In the midst of new dimensions,  
in the face of changing ways.  
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples  
wandering in their separate ways? 

As we stand a world divided  
by our own self-seeking schemes,  
Grant that we, your global village  
might envision wider dreams. 
 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar,  
leading where the eagles soar,  
We your people, ours the journey  
now and ever, now and ever,  
now and ever more. 

Should the threats of dire 
predictions  
cause us to withdraw in pain,  
May your blazing phoenix spirit,  
resurrect the church again. 

Bible Reading – Matthew 14: 13-21. 

Contemporary reflection. 

 

Hymn “Come to the table of plenty” Dan Schutte 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMfvYl28qa4


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21mwoEkt8Us 

Come to the feast of heaven and earth! 
Come to the table of plenty! 
God will provide for all that we need, 
here at the table of plenty. 

 
O come and sit at my table 
where saints and sinners are friends. 
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely 
to share the cup of my love. 
 

O come and eat without money; 
come to drink without price. 
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit 
with faith and fullness of life. 
 

Holy Communion 

Hymn 537 “Let us talents and tongues employ.”  

Let us talents and tongues employ, 
reaching out with a shout of joy: 
bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
Jesus lives again;  
earth can breathe again. 
Pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Christ is able to make us one, 
at his table he sets the tone, 
teaching people to live to bless, 
love in word and in deed express. 
Jesus lives again;  
earth can breathe again. 
Pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

God (Immanuel) everywhere! 

Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. 

Pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Blessing 

Song: “We are marching.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpGhXH19zfE  

 
This version of this South African song begins with the first verse sung in 
Zulu. The second and third verses in English are different form the verses 
in Together in Song. 
… 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni kwenkhos' (repeat) 
Siyahamba hamba Siyahamba Oh Oh 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21mwoEkt8Us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpGhXH19zfE


Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni kwenkhos' 
Siyahamba hamba Siyahamba Oh Oh 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni kwenkhos' 
 

We are marching in the light of God (repeat) 
We are marching marching 
We are marching Oh Oh 
We are marching in the light of God 
We are marching marching 
We are marching Oh Oh 
We are marching in the light of God 
    
We are dancing in the light of God (repeat) 
We are dancing, dancing … 
    
We are singing in the light of God (repeat) 
We are sing, singing … 

 

 

 


