
21 June 2020 Zoom Worship with St James and St Margaret’s Communities. 

21st  June is the 43rd birthday of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

Opening Music.   “One” – Johnny Cash.  
Call to worship  

Prayer. 

Sing. TiS 179. – Praise with Joy the World’s Creator. 

The Peace. The peace that includes everyone and everything, be with you all. 

 

A Song of Lament – Listen to the whisper. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=123&v=YfgtAxoGWi4&feature=emb_title 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Don E: Let us now look into ourselves and acknowledge where we have deviated from God’s 
will for us to live in harmony, justice and peace with one another.  
We confess our participation in all that has caused our disunity, conflicts, separation and 
brokenness from one another.  
Margaret H: We live in a world where people are still judged by their skin colour, ethnic 
background, accent, gender, sexual orientation, economic status, political conviction, 
religious affiliation. We come from a world where people are lumped together by external 
likenesses, where people are accepted or rejected because of particularities of their 
personal or group identity.  
We seek a different vision of life. We seek a more inclusive community, a more expansive 
welcome, a more holy hospitality for all people. We confess, O Holy One, that we are part 
of the problem. We acknowledge that we mirror in ourselves the fragmentation of the 
world around us. We have been influenced by its values and well trained in its patterns of 
thought and action. We are immersed in its subtle oppressions as well as its blatant acts 
of injustice. Even without knowing it, our lives have been polluted by popular opinion and 
shaped by cultural rituals and routines.  
 
We seek a cleansing of our souls.  
 
We seek a softening of our hearts.  
 
We seek to be saturated in your love.  
 
We seek to reach out and include those who are different from us.  
 
Don E - We who are gathered here as one community gathered in Christ’s name do declare 
that .. 
We commit ourselves in this our St Margaret’s and St James communities; that by your 
love it is here that you have called us to serve. We commit ourselves to live in faith 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=123&v=YfgtAxoGWi4&feature=emb_title


beyond this building and this body. We commit ourselves to live out our belief that we are 
partners with you in the ministry of reconciliation in your world. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon: 
 

Readings from the Word. 

Ezekiel 37 : 15 – 28.  Margaret H 

15 The word of the LORD came to me: 16 Mortal, take a stick and write on it, “For Judah, and 
the Israelites associated with it”; then take another stick and write on it, “For Joseph (the 
stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with it”; 17 and join them together 
into one stick, so that they may become one in your hand. 18 And when your people say to 
you, “Will you not show us what you mean by these?” 19 say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: I am about to take the stick of Joseph (which is in the hand of Ephraim) and the 
tribes of Israel associated with it; and I will put the stick of Judah upon it,[e] and make them 
one stick, in order that they may be one in my hand. 20 When the sticks on which you write 
are in your hand before their eyes, 21 then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I will take 
the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them 
from every quarter, and bring them to their own land. 22 I will make them one nation in the 
land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all. Never again shall 
they be two nations, and never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall 
never again defile themselves with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of 
their transgressions. I will save them from all the apostasies into which they have 
fallen,[f] and will cleanse them. Then they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 

24 My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall 
follow my ordinances and be careful to observe my statutes. 25 They shall live in the land that 
I gave to my servant Jacob, in which your ancestors lived; they and their children and their 
children’s children shall live there forever; and my servant David shall be their prince 
forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with 
them; and I will bless[g] them and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary among them 
forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 28 Then the nations shall know that I the LORD sanctify Israel, when my 
sanctuary is among them forevermore. 

John 17 : 20 – 26.  Don E. 

20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us,[f] so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory 
that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in 
them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know 
that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire 
that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, 
which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21417e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21421f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21424g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26770f


25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that 
you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the 
love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

Song – Make us one.  – Twila Paris 

Reflection and time for comments or questions. 

A Responsive Declaration . 
 

We share our concerns and joys. 

Prayers for others. 

Sing - TiS 607 – Make me a channel of your peace. 

Words of mission  

Don E .Call us on to the adventure of your passionate life, O God.  

Carry us past the boundaries, the near horizons of our small dreams.  

Margaret H -  Paint our world in vivid colours so that we see a whole new vision of your 
possibilities.  

Hold the cup of living water to our lips and breathe into our souls the life of your Spirit.  

Don E - May we be those who dare to take into our hands your cross of courage, justice, 
hope and love and plant it as the tree of life, abroad in all the earth.  

We ask this in the name of the One who walks this way before us to the end of time. 
Amen.  

 

Blessing 
 
 


