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‘Pilgrims together’ 
 

Presider: Kate McLoughlin (St James) 

Readers: Richard Greene, Matthew Jackson 

Communion: Piers Booth 
 

Music for reflection 

 

Welcome and Introduction (Kate) 

 

Acknowledgement of country  

Gurrumul and Paul Kelly sing “Amazing Grace” 

 
Opening prayer 
 
We are God’s people, the community of Christ, 
living compassion and hope. 
In this moment and in this place we gather to worship God, to uphold one another in prayer 
and be bound to each other in friendship and concern. 
 
We come as a community bound by the spirit who calls us to be vital, vibrant people living 
out our spirituality, forward looking, alert and ready to bring healing and wholeness to the 
world. 
 
We have heard the call to live compassion’s way,to welcome the stranger and break down 
barriers of exclusion, to embrace our diversity and know the blessing and harmony that is 
found when we open our hearts and minds. 
 
Responsive prayer 
 
God of life, whose love enfolds us, and spirit fills us, 
we celebrate your presence. 
God of joy, whose sunrise wakes us, and sunset amazes us, 
we celebrate your goodness. 
God of hope, whose promise sustains us, and power upholds us, 
we celebrate your grace. 
God of love, whose patience humbles us, and touch can heal us, 
we celebrate your compassion. 
God of peace, who breaks down barriers, and walls that divide us, 
we celebrate your justice. 
God of Jesus, who loved with courage, and even now calls us, 
we celebrate his Way 



 
Pilgrims Together, song (audio)John Coleman 
 
Chorus 
No longer strangers but pilgrims together 
Called to be woven like threads on the loom 
Drawn by the one God who thirsts for communion 
Called by the piper, called by the tune 
 
Verse 1 
Though we come from many nations 
And our faith has many names 
Across oceans over mountains 
On these paths of peace we came 
To be together in the walking, in the resting, in the meal 
And when the blessed breath of evening comes, as one, pilgrims kneel. 
 
Verse 2 
We know our thirst for God is blessing 
We know our hunger is not a curse 
We know our emptiness is sacred room 
Like a precious spirit purse. 
We are lovers of communion 
We are building with our clay 
our house for God to dwell with us, 
Let us be the house we pray. 
 
Verse 3 
Every thread that’s sewn is different 
There are no two quite the same 
And all the colours make strange rainbows 
God’s promises made plain. 
We submit to the great weaver 
Let our pattern be the weaver’s refrain 
Our God, the God of difference, 
Calls each of us by name. 
 
Prayers of the people 
 
We are a cloth of diverse colours 
made from many gifts and graces. 
We are the people flowing forth from Creativity God, 
surprising ourselves with the things which can be done. 
We are raw material for rewarding relationships 
as our lives interweave, 



contributing one to the other, 
holding each other firm when one is weak or breaking. 
We are each worthy of being respected and cared for 
essential to the pattern, skilled in our appointed tasks, 
sources of laughter and sharers of tears. 
We commit ourselves to work together, 
that one day, this world may be a place 
where all people live in justice, freedom and peace.  (Adapted/Dorothy McRae-
McMahon/bst) 
 
GREETING OF PEACE. 
Let us take a moment to celebrate each other. 
May a heart of peace rest with you. 
And also with you.  (David Galston/q) 
You are invited to share the peace with your ‘virtual’ neighbours 
 

READINGS: Genesis 18, 1-15 – Richard Green 
Romans 5: 1-12; Matthew 9: 35 -10: 8. 
Matthew Jackson 
 
REFLECTION – Kate. 
 
Questions and comments 
Please raise your hand. 
 
The ‘Abba’ Prayer  
You are invited to pray in the spirit of the Abba/Lord's Prayer, use the version that you know, 
your own language, or the revised version below. 
 
Indwelling God, 
infused throughout all existence, 
we honour you with many names. 
Your realm is within the human heart. 
We accept life for all that it can be, 
on earth as throughout all creation. 
May we continue to draw sustenance from this earth, 
and may we receive forgiveness equal to our own. 
May we ever move from separation toward union, 
to live in grace, with love in our hearts, 
forever and ever.  Amen.  Fred F. Keip 
 
Hymn  
All Are Welcome  
Marty Haugen 

 



Verse 1  
Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live. 
A place where saints and children tell  
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace. 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
 
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
Verse 2  
Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true. 
Where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness  
and as symbol of God’s grace. 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
Verse 3  
Let us build a house where love is found,  
in water, wine and wheat. 
A banquet hall on holy ground, 
where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space, 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us;  
 
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
Verse 4  
Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone. 
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
and live the Word they’ve known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger  
bear the image of God’s face. 
Let us bring an end to fear and danger;  
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
 



Verse 5  
Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard. 
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace. 
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter;  
 
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  

 

COMMUNION 

Welcome to the Table 
At this table we give thanks for justice, love, peace and freedom. 
Mn  At this table we give thanks for friends and strangers together in community in this 
safe place. 
Wm  At this table we welcome old and young. 
v2  A place at the table.  And all are invited. 
 
Thanksgiving 
v1  We celebrate the mystery we experience and address as ‘God’. 
ground and sustainer of everything that exists, in whom we live and move and have our 
being. 
v2  And we acknowledge this mystery embodied in every human person, aware that each 
one of us gives God unique and personal expression. 
All  God is everywhere present. In grace-filled moments of sharing. 
In carefully created communities of loving solidarity. 
 
The Story 
v1  We remember the stories from our tradition... 
How on many occasions Jesus would share a meal with friends.  
Bread and wine shared in community. 
v2  For everyone born, a place at the table... 
v1 How the bread would be taken, a blessing offered, and then shared between them. 
And all of them ate. How some wine would be poured out, 
a blessing offered, and then passed between them. 
And all of them drank. 
v2  The bread and the wine symbolised human lives interconnected with other human lives, 
and the power of giving and receiving. 
v1 May the passion for life as seen in Jesus, and in the lives and struggles of many other 
committed and faithful people then and now, enable us to dare and to dream and to risk... 
All  Together may we re-imagine the world. 



Together may we work to make all things new. 
All  Together may we celebrate the possibilities and hope 
we each have and are called to share. 
v2  For everyone born, a place at the table... 
 
Bread and Wine 
Bread is broken several times 
v1  We break the bread for the broken earth, ravaged and plundered for greed. 
All   May there be healing of our beautiful blue and green planet. 
v1  We break this bread for our broken humanity, for the powerful and the powerless 
trapped by exploitation and oppression. 
All   May there be the healing of humanity. 
v1  We break this bread for those who struggle and suffer, as they nurture those in need. 
All  May there be support in their time of need 
v1 We break this bread for those who follow other paths: for those who follow the noble 
path of the Buddha, the yogic path of the Hindus; the way of the Eternal Guru of the Sikhs; 
and the descendants of Abraham, children of Hagar and Sarah. 
All   May there be healing where there is pain and woundedness. 
v1 We break this bread for the unhealed hurts and wounds that lie within us all. 
All   May we be healed. 
White wine is poured into a cup 
v2  Wine, fruit of the vine, nurtured, tended, harvested, and pressed out for us to drink. 
All  Wine, liquid sunlight, 
prepared for our delight. 
V1  Pouring out this wine we are reminder of the call 
All  to live fully, to love wastefully, and to be all that we can be. 
 
Communion 
v1 You are invited to eat bread together. 
pause 

v2 You are invited to drink from our cups together 
pause 

After Communion 
We give thanks that we have gathered together in this sacred place. 
All  We rejoice in the gifts of each person here. We are grateful for who we are for each 
other. May we continue to be truly thankful in all we do and in all we become. 
Amen. 
 (Rex Hunt adapted) 

 

BLESSING SONG 

For You, Deep Stillness (Song) Robin Mann 

For you, deep stillness of the silent inland  

For you, deep blue of the desert skies 



For you, flame red of the rocks and stones  

For you, sweet water from hidden springs. 

From the edges seek the heartlands 

and when you're burnt by the journey 

may the cool winds of the hovering 

Spirit soothe and replenish you. 

In the name of Christ, In the name of Christ 
Sing twice 
 
COMMUNITY TIME 
 
 


