
WEEKLY WORSHIP RESOURCE  

AT HOME WITH ST. JAMES AND ST. MARGARET’S. 

Keeping our hearts open while our doors are closed. 

SUNDAY 24TH MAY 2020 

This week’s worship resources are included below. We will be using them in 

our service on Zoom this Sunday at 10:30.  

The link to join the Zoom meeting will be circulated by email.  

A number of links are provided at the end of this resource if you would like to 

watch a live stream or recorded service from another Uniting Church. 

 

JOIN SOMEONE ON SUNDAY MORNING FOR ZOOM CHURCH. 

The loosening of restrictions means that we can visit, and receive visits, if we are 

well and maintain healthy physical distance and good hygiene practices.  

 If you have the internet but don’t use Zoom, someone could visit you on 

Sunday morning with their laptop so you can watch the Zoom service 

together. 

 You may like to invite someone to your home Sunday morning who has not 

been able to participate in our Zoom services – so they can watch the 

service with you.  

 If you would like to join someone for Sunday morning, or would like to host 

someone for the Zoom service, please contact Amelia 

stjames.uca@gmail.com or Lynda st_marg_uc_act@bigpond.com at our 

offices or give them a phone call. 

 

VIDEOS OF OUR SERVICES FOR THOSE WHO MISS THE 

SERVICE ON ZOOM. 

Videos of our Zoom service are posted on the St. Margaret’s You Tube channel 

for those who are not using Zoom. The videos are available at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YAtP1GFHbWazOeDWhJtvg 

 

 

mailto:stjames.uca@gmail.com
mailto:st_marg_uc_act@bigpond.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YAtP1GFHbWazOeDWhJtvg


THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP AT HOME. 

You can join the Zoom meeting from 10:20 when some welcome and 

information slides will be presented.  

The words of hymns and songs are included below so those of our folk who 

cannot access the internet can read the words. 

Please remember:  

- Your microphone will be automatically muted on entry. Please check it is 

on mute and only unmute it when asked.  

- Choose “Speaker” view when the slides are finished. 

- Turn off your video (bottom left corner on a P.C.) if you do not want 

your picture in the recording. 
 

THE SERVICE COMMENCES. 

OPENING SLIDES. 

 

VIDEO “How can I keep from singing?”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Li2hddmy63U 

 

1 My life goes on in endless song 
Above earth´s lamentations, 
I hear the real, though far-off hymn 
That hails a new creation. 

 

4 No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
While to that rock I´m clinging. 
Since love is lord of heaven and earth 
how can I keep from singing? 

 
2 Through all the tumult and the strife 

I hear its music ringing, 
It sounds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? 

 

5 When tyrants tremble in their fear 
And hear their death knell ringing, 
When friends rejoice both far and 
near 
How can I keep from singing? 

 
3 While though the tempest loudly roars, 

I hear the truth, it liveth. 
And though the darkness  
   'round me close, 
Songs in the night it giveth. 

 

6 In prison cell and dungeon vile 
Our thoughts to them are winging, 
When friends by shame are undefiled 
How can I keep from singing? 

 

The gong is sounded three times. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Li2hddmy63U


Call to worship. 
 

We give thanks and celebrate,  

Spirit of Life and Love:  

for your presence in the sacred depths of our hearts; 

for the vitality of your presence here among us; 

for the Word that forms and shapes our living and discipleship; 

and for this opportunity to celebrate our common hope, though our 

journeys may differ … 

We open ourselves to you, in heart, mind, soul and strength, Amen. 

 

SONG VIDEO “Lord of all hopefulness Lord of all joy.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCBjxVP6GWE 

 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, 
Lord of all joy, 
whose trust ever child-like 
no cares could destroy, 
be there at our waking 
and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, 
at the break of the day. 

3 Lord of all kindliness, 
Lord of all grace, 
your hands swift to welcome, 
your arms to embrace, 
be there at our homing 
and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, 
at the eve of the day.  

2 Lord of all eagerness, 
Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled 
at the plane and the lathe, 
be there at our labours 
and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, 
at the noon of the day.  

4 Lord of all gentleness, 
Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, 
whose presence is balm, 
be there at our sleeping 
and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, 
at the end of the day. 

 

The lit candle is lifted. 

We gather together though apart, 
taking sanctuary in our own homes. 
Confident that God is present with each and every one of us. 
Trusting the Holy Spirit to knit our hearts together as one. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCBjxVP6GWE


Contemporary reading: “Universal love”. 

Dom Bede Griffiths 1906-1993 from “Pathways to Peace.” 
 

Love is invisible, but it is the most powerful force in human nature. Jesus 

spoke of the Spirit which he would send as Truth but also as Love. "If 

anyone loves me, my Father will love him and we will come to him and 

make our abode with him." This is the love, the prema and bhakti, which 

was proclaimed in the Bhagavad Gita, the compassion (karuna) of 

Buddha, the rapturous love of the Sufi saints. Ultimately a religion is 

tested by its capacity to waken love in its followers, and, what is perhaps 

more difficult, to extend that love to all humanity. In the past religions 

have tended to confine their love to their own followers, but always 

there has been a movement to break through these barriers and attain 

to a universal love. 
 

Prayer 
 

SONG VIDEO “The Spirit in me greets the Spirit in you” 

https://www.facebook.com/jeanie.strathdee/videos/2771765272946250/ 
 

The Spirit in me greets the Spirit in you, Alleluia! 

God’s in us and we’re in God, Alleluia! 
 

Greeting of Peace. 
 

SONG VIDEO Ps. 68 “Sing, People! Sing!” Richard Bruxvoort Colligan. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=If8VU-

yd3iQ&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0-2_0xvAoBP7-

XxG8hYfM6dvLimSSBlTWsb8e01k6knJgtrAozreZQ2UI 
 

Contemporary reading. John C Holbert 
 

"For me, Jesus is the loving, challenging, inclusive, demanding preacher 
of first-century Palestine who calls all who will listen to a world 
characterized by the rule of God, a world of justice and equity for all. He 
calls us to be known for righteousness in human affairs, and to work to 
bring shalom, unity, for all God’s creatures, human, plant, and animal. 
Any further guesswork concerning his being or God's nature are not to 
me significant pursuits. That is the Jesus I try, however poorly, however 
intermittently, to follow and emulate. It is that Jesus I need now in the 
time of COVID-19." 
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Reading – John 17: 1-11 

 

Contemporary reflection followed by congregational conversation. 

 

SONG VIDEO “Make me a channel of your peace.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWi-Plu0WbA 

 

Make me a channel of your peace.  

Where there is hatred, let me bring your love;  

where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;  

and where there's doubt, true faith in you.  
 

O Master, grant that I may never seek  

so much to be consoled as to console,  

to be understood as to understand,  

to be loved as to love with all my soul.  
 

Make me a channel of your peace.  

Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope;  

where there is darkness, let me bring your light;  

and where there's sadness, ever joy. [Refrain]  
 

Make me a channel of your peace.  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

in giving to all people, we receive,  

and in dying that we're born to eternal life. [Refrain] 

 

Blessing 

 

SONG VIDEO “We are marching in the light of God”.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8ELDtk7G20 

 

We are marching in the light of God (x4) 
We are marching, marching, we are marching Oh Oh 
We are marching in the light of God (x2) 
    
Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni kwenkhos' (x4) 
Siyahamba hamba Siyahamba Oh Oh 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni kwenkhos' (x2) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWi-Plu0WbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8ELDtk7G20


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO WATCH A RECORDED VIDEO OF A 

UNITING CHURCH SERVICE. 

 

The following services are available at different times. Some are broadcast 

“live” and posted later. Others may be available before Sunday. They each 

provide a different style of worship. 
 

 

Glenbrook Uniting Church – Rev. Eli Elia, 

https://glenbrook.uca.org.au/worship/at-home-worship/ 
 

Fairfield Uniting Church in Melbourne – Rev. Alex Sangster. Can be viewed 

after Live streaming on their Facebook page 5 p.m. Sunday. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/standrewsfairfield/videos/ 

 

Canberra City Church – Rev. Paul Chalson 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWI3V4rBZKUFc2A53W9gUA/videos  
 

Adamstown Uniting Church – Rev. Rod Barnes  

https://vimeo.com/user40559973 
 

St. Michael’s in Collins St., Melbourne – Rev. Margaret Mayman. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHkxtz3F-LLEMo1433rPueg 
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