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WEEKLY WORSHIP RESOURCE  

ST. JAMES, ST. MARGARET’S AND FRIENDS. 

SUNDAY 10TH MAY 2020 

This week’s worship resources are included below. We will be using them in 

our service on Zoom this Sunday at 10:30. The link to join the Zoom meeting 

will be circulated by email. 

If you have not been able to use Zoom, and would like to, please contact us 

and we will help you through the setup. It is quite easy and well worth it when 

we are able to connect with each other in real time. We would love to see you 

in our worship gatherings and our Cuppa and Connect mornings (Wednesdays 

10:30 at St. Margaret’s, Fridays at St. James). 

 

PLEASE UPGRADE YOUR ZOOM APP: 

Zoom has recently upgraded its security features and encryption. We encourage 

you to download the latest version (5) at https://zoom.us/download 

 

VIDEOS OF OUR SERVICES FOR THOSE WHO MISS THE 

SERVICE ON ZOOM. 

We experienced technical hitches again last week and could not record 

Sunday’s Zoom service. These have now been overcome and we will hopefully 

and post a video of this week’s service on the St. Margaret’s You Tube channel 

for those who are not using Zoom. The link will be circulated when it is ready 

for viewing. 

Note that because of copyright regulations, we cannot include videos or music 

in the recording as that constitutes broadcasting, for which we do not have a 

licence. You will be able to watch and listen to the same hymns and songs as 

those of us on Zoom by clicking on the links in this week’s liturgy, below. 

ONLINE UNITING CHURCH SERVICES. 

A number of links are provided at the end of this resource if you would like to 

watch a live stream or recorded service from another Uniting Church. 

https://zoom.us/download
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THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP AT HOME. 

Today the Uniting Church is focussing worship around Climate action – in 

preparation for the School action for Climate next Friday – with the theme 

“Build a better future”. We will be using several video resources in today’s 

worship – prepared by our Synod unit, Uniting Earth – with Uniting Church 

youth and children presenting.  

You can join the Zoom meeting from 10:20 when some welcome and 

information slides will be presented.  

The words of hymns and songs are included below so that those of our folk 

who cannot access the internet can still read the words along with the rest of 

us in the printed and delivered version. 

Please remember: 

- Mute your microphone if it is not already muted. 

- Choose “Speaker” view when the slides are finished. 

- Turn off your video (bottom left corner on a P.C.) if you do not want 

your picture in the recording. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL REFLECTION ON THE REFLECTION. 

As usual there will be a time of congregational reflection / conversation with 

Chris following his reflection. If a question or observation occurs to you during 

his reflection you can click on the CHAT icon at the bottom of the screen and 

type your thoughts or question. You can choose to send it to Chris only, or to 

everyone. 

 

THE SERVICE COMMENCES. 

Video: “This beautiful earth”. Video number 22 at: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR 

 

Acknowledgment of country. Video number 2 at: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR
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Call to worship  

As we begin our worship today let us invite all of creation to join us in 

praising our God.  

We bring water - God’s gift.  

We bring earth - God’s gift.  

We bring air - God’s gift.  

We bring fire - God’s gift.  

And we bring the Holy Scriptures - God’s gift.  

Holy God we thank you for your many gifts, both big and small  

And for all parts of creation. Amen 

 

Hymn “Morning has broken”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5u0EFwSezg 

Morning has broken  
like the first morning; 
blackbird has spoken  
like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, 
praise for the morning, 
praise for them springing  
fresh from the world. 

Sweet the rain's new fall,  
sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall  
on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness  
of the wet garden 
sprung from completeness  
where his feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight; 
mine is the morning 
born of the one light  
Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation,  
praise ev'ry morning 
God's recreation  
of the new day. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5u0EFwSezg
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Contemporary Reading –“Wonder and joy of creation” – Roger Courtney 

(adapted)  

On this beautiful autumn day 
We celebrate the wonder and joy of creation 
A beauty that brings sustenance, hope and healing to the human soul. 
We recognise that we are not masters of creation but co-creators 
Helping the beauty and glory of the world to unfold. 
Without beauty our lives become arid and lifeless. 
In each of us there is a spirit of imagination and creativity, 
A resonant voice through which we can express who we really are 
And experience the radiant joy of the natural beauty that surrounds us 
Through this season we share in the rhythm of nature and the 
continuous wonder of creation. 
And in this way we have the privilege of becoming co-creators of the 
universe. 

 

Prayer of confession. 

 

Video Song: “Touch the earth lightly”.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-js8Ko2qU1I 

 

Contemporary Reading – from “Phosphorescence” by Julia Baird  

“How do we endure when suffering becomes unbearable and our 

obstacles seem monstrous? How do we continue to glow when the lights 

turn out?...All we can do really is keep placing one foot on the earth, 

then the other, to seek out ancient paths and forests, certain in the 

knowledge that others have endured before us. We must love. And we 

must look outwards and upwards at all times, caring for others, seeking 

wonder and stalking awe, every day, to find the magic that will sustain us 

and fuel the light within - our own phosphorescence. And always, always 

pay attention to the world as we live our one wild and precious life...” 

 

Greeting of peace 

 

Reading – Psalm 104: 10-24 – “Psalms for a new world” by Christine Robinson. 

 
… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-js8Ko2qU1I
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I am awestruck, Holy One 
   at this beautiful and boundless universe— 
   gestated over eons with love and care. 
Your creative intent envelopes the world like a cloak. 
   I see it shining in the heavens, hear it whispering 
   in the winds, feel it crackling in the fire. 
For you energized the dust of the universe— 
   the galaxies, the stars, the planets, 
   right down to this jewel of an earth. 
You birthed her like a golden babe 
   from the fires under your heart. 
She cooled, wrapped herself in water and in air. 
The waters receded, the mountains rose 
Storms shaped and softened the landscape 
   and in time, she gave birth to life in her seas. 
In the eons life evolved into myriad forms 
   each with its own niche in your scheme. 
With Your love, she taught each its place, its work, its song. 
And humankind—you birthed us too. Gave us 
   the world as our home and food – 
   bread to eat, wine to make our hearts glad, herbs for 
   healing, and oil to soothe our skin. 
You gave us many songs, many powers, and put 
   a restlessness in our hearts 
  so we could seek you always. 
O Holy One, how manifold are your works 
In your love and play you have birthed them all 
   and raised them up. 
I will sing your songs all my days 
   and care for all you have created 
   and keep my heart ever open to your Love. 

 

Reading – Job 12: 7-10. 

 

‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 
   the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; 
   and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
Who among all these does not know 
   that the hand of the Lord has done this? 
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In his hand is the life of every living thing 
   and the breath of every human being. 

 

Reflections by Uniting Church young people. Videos number 15 and 16 at  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR 

 

Song: “Cherish delicate earth” – © Paul Somerville. September 2013  

Video number 18 at: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR 

 

Blessed be the peaks, blessed be the plains  

Blessed be the rocks, blessed be the rains  

Blessed be the trees, giving out fresh air  

Blessed be the God who placed them in our care  

 

Chorus 

Cherish delicate earth  

Treasure vulnerable sky  

Cherish delicate earth  

Sharing all it provides  

 

Blessed be the oak, sheltering the snake  

Blessed be the fish, teeming in the lake  

Blessed be the birds, stretching out their wings  

Blessed be the links between all living things  

[chorus repeats]  

 

Blessings from the sun, bringing warmth and light  

Blessings from the stars, astonishing our minds  

Universe that grows, systems big and small  

Blessings from our God, the centre of it all  

[chorus repeats]  

 

Blessings on the beasts, the species under threat  

Bless the polar caps, the sheets of ice still left  

Heed the rising seas, breathe the tainted air  

Blessings on the God, coaxing us to care  

[chorus repeats]  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vtN4Eneg8NRFzLeY7l3Qb57yXcf5wobR
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Reflection 

 

Silent reflection. 

 

Congregation sharing. 

 

Prayers of the People. 

 

Video song “Here I am Lord”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgLwH5RdtPk 

 

Blessing. 

 

During the break we will be divided into two groups (St. James and  

St. Margaret’s, for sharing over a cuppa). 

News. 

Sharing joys and concerns. When each item is shared, the leader says: this is 

our joy/concern. The people respond: This is our prayer. 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO WATCH A RECORDED VIDEO OF A 

UNITING CHURCH SERVICE. 

 

The following services are available at different times. Some are broadcast 

“live” and posted later. Others may be available before Sunday. They each 

provide a different style of worship. 
 

 

Glenbrook Uniting Church – Rev. Eli Elia, 

https://glenbrook.uca.org.au/worship/at-home-worship/ 
 

Fairfield Uniting Church in Melbourne – Rev. Alex Sangster. Can be viewed 

after Live streaming on their Facebook page 5 p.m. Sunday. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/standrewsfairfield/videos/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgLwH5RdtPk
https://glenbrook.uca.org.au/worship/at-home-worship/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/standrewsfairfield/videos/
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Canberra City Church – Rev. Paul Chalson 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWI3V4rBZKUFc2A53W9gUA/videos  
 

Adamstown Uniting Church – Rev. Rod Barnes  

https://vimeo.com/user40559973 
 

St. Michael’s in Collins St., Melbourne – Rev. Margaret Mayman. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHkxtz3F-LLEMo1433rPueg 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWI3V4rBZKUFc2A53W9gUA/videos
https://vimeo.com/user40559973
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHkxtz3F-LLEMo1433rPueg

