
WEEKLY WORSHIP RESOURCE  

ST. JAMES, ST. MARGARET’S AND FRIENDS. 

SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2020 

This week’s worship resources are included below. We will be using them in 

our service on Zoom this Sunday at 10:30. The link to join the Zoom meeting is 

circulated by email. 

If you have not been able to use Zoom, and would like to, please contact us 

and we will help you through the setup. It is quite easy and well worth it when 

we are able to connect with each other in real time. We would love to see you 

in our worship gatherings and our Cuppa and Connect mornings (Wednesdays 

10:30 at St. Margaret’s, Fridays at St. James). 

Rest assured that if you cannot, or do not want to use Zoom, we will continue 

to provide worship material for you each week through these emails, with links 

to online videos for those who can access them. 

HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED THIS WEEK. 

During this time of restricted gatherings Holy Communion will be celebrated 

on the first Sunday of the month, which is this Sunday. Please have a piece of 

bread (which you can break at the appropriate time) and wine (or substitute) 

prepared before the service. 

VIDEOS OF OUR SERVICES FOR THOSE WHO MISS THE 

SERVICE ON ZOOM. 

We overcame technical hitches and successfully (if not professionally) recorded 

last Sunday’s Zoom service and posted it on the St. Margaret’s You Tube 

channel for those who are not using Zoom.  

We will record the service again this Sunday and circulate the link. 

Note that because of copyright regulations, we cannot include videos or music 

in the recording as that constitutes broadcasting, for which we do not have a 

licence. You will be able to watch and listen to the same hymns and songs as 

those of us on Zoom by clicking on the links in this week’s liturgy, below. 

ONLINE UNITING CHURCH SERVICES. 

A number of links are provided at the end of this resource if you would like to 

watch a live stream or recorded service from another Uniting Church. 



THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP AT HOME. 

You can join the Zoom meeting from 10:20 when some welcome and 

information slides will be presented. There will also be a video of a new song 

we will be singing in the service: “Spirit of life”. 

The words of hymns and songs are included so that those of our folk who 

cannot access the internet can still read the words along with the rest of us in 

the printed and delivered version. 

Please remember: 

- Mute your microphone if it is not already muted. 

- Choose “Speaker” view when the slides are finished. 

- Turn off your video (bottom left corner on a P.C.) if you do not want 

your picture in the recording. 

CONGREGATIONAL REFLECTION ON TODAY’S TOPIC. 

As usual there will be a time of congregational reflection / conversation with 

Chris following his reflection. If a question or observation occurs to you during 

his reflection you can click on the CHAT icon at the bottom of the screen and 

type your thoughts or question. You can choose to send it to Chris only, or to 

everyone. 

THE SERVICE COMMENCES. 

A new song will be played at 10:27 a.m. before worship commences:  

“Spirit of Life” – Carolyn McDade. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY 

The gong is sounded three times. 

Song for reflection: “My love is my shepherd.”  

Words by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan. Music by Johann Sebastian Bach. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEAKCzckOd0 

My love is my shepherd; I need nothing more 
for she leads me into lush pastures of green 
and beside the still waters. 
My life is renewed today. 
 
Guiding me on the best paths of her way, 
though I walk through the valley 
of darkness and fear, 
my love is with me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEAKCzckOd0


  
Anointed and blessed with abundance, I thrive 
with a table prepared in spite of my enemies 
and all my secret fears. 
 
My soul lacks for nothing now. 
Goodness and mercy are following me 
every day of my life 
and I'm forever home 
in the presence of Love.  
 

Call to worship  

In the darkest valley, 
at the banquet table; 
in the hard work of life, 
at the moments of ease; 
in our day-to-day reality, 
at times set aside– 
like this time, now– 
for worship, for listening, for paying attention; 
with every step we take: 
goodness and mercy follow us; 
our cups overflow. 
 

Hymn: “Jesus calls us here to meet him.” 
John L. Bell and Graham Maule. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2FBmuFN6yo  

Jesus calls us here to meet him as, through word and song and prayer, 
we affirm God’s promised presence where his people live and care. 
Praise the God who keeps his promise; praise the Son who calls us friends; 
praise the Spirit who, among us, to our hopes and fears attends. 
  

Jesus calls us to confess him Word of Life and Lord of All, 
sharer of our flesh and frailness saving all who fail or fall. 
Tell his holy human story; tell his tales that all may hear; 
tell the world that Christ in glory came to earth to meet us here. 
 

Jesus calls us to each other: found in him are no divides. 
Race and class and sex and language such are barriers he derides. 
Join the hand of friend and stranger; join the hands of age and youth; 
join the faithful and the doubter in their common search for truth. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2FBmuFN6yo


Jesus calls us to his table rooted firm in time and space, 
where the church in earth and heaven finds a common meeting place. 
Share the bread and wine, his body; share the love of which we sing; 
Share the feast of saints and sinners hosted by our Lord and King. 
 

The candle is lit. 

Passing of the peace. 

Opening prayer.  

Reading – Psalm 23. 

Video reflection:  “Psalm 23 and Me.” – Samantha Beach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doh379tdawQ&t=9s 

 
Video: “On the path of Justice.”  

Words and music by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8j9egWdW8og  
 
Green pastures, quiet waters 
Lead us and restore us 
Death-shadow, fearful valley 
Lead us and restore us 
  
Refrain:   
On the path of justice  Oh-oh 
On the path of justice  Oh lead us 
On the path of justice 
  
Old hatreds reconciling  
Bring us to your table 
Full blessing overflowing  
Bring us to your table     
  
Full lifetimes in your presence   
Your compassion drives us 
Full lifetimes in your presence   
Your compassion drives us   
 

Reading – John 10: 1-10. 

Reflection – Chris. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doh379tdawQ&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8j9egWdW8og


Congregational reflection. 

Q&A conversation. You can either share a comment or question 

conversationally in Zoom or type it as it occurs to you during Chris’ talk 

using the CHAT function at the bottom of your screen. 

Song: “Spirit of Life” – Carolyn McDade. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY 

 

Spirit of Life, come unto me. 

Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion, 

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 

move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 

Roots hold me close; wings set me free: 

Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

Holy Communion 

Invitation. 
 
Our tradition says that at the Last Supper, Jesus, sharing bread and wine, 
invited the disciples to share his journey. 
Here today, through bread and wine,  
we renew our journey with Jesus and his disciples. 
Here today, through bread and wine we renew our unity with one another,  
and with all those who have gone before us. 
Here today, through bread and wine, we renew our communion with the earth 
and our interconnectedness with all humanity. 
 
Thanksgiving       
 
God is the heart of life. 
And we are the heartbeat. 
May our hearts be filled with thanks and praise and songs of joy. 
We rejoice in the miracle of life 
and delight in our participation.   
 
O Holy One, you are our host as well as our shepherd. 

You invite us to the banquet, the banquet of life. 

All parts of the world are invited – enemies and friends, 

the alienated and powerful, those close at hand and those far off. 

You offer the abundance and lavishness of bread broken and shared 

and the cup of refreshment that leads to new life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY


We praise and thank you for your abundant spirit. 

Goodness and love unfailing, these will follow us all the days of our lives, 

and we shall dwell in the home of our God all our days. 

Therefore, with all your people throughout the ages we praise you saying: 
Holy, holy, holy, resurrecting God, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give thanks for the Spirit of new life  
active in our lives as it was in the life of Jesus. 
In this gathering we take bread as Jesus took bread, and we remember as Jesus 
remembered, the constant presence of the Spirit of Life and Love. 
 
We break and share this bread as Jesus broke and shared it. 
 
(Bread is broken) 
 
We share it as our pledge of openness to the Spirit in our midst, 
celebrating our oneness 
with the Spirit of Life. 
 
We take wine and pour it as Jesus poured it. 
 
(Wine is poured) 
 
We drink as Jesus invited his friends to drink, mindful of the relationship of 
love and trust between ourselves and the Spirit of Life.  
Believing as Jesus believed,  
that life in the Spirit continues 
in ways beyond our imagining.  
 
Let us eat and drink together. 
 
PRAYER. 
 
We are thankful, gracious God, for the Spirit who unites us together, who 
connects us in solidarity with each other and our world of people and nature. 
In this shared meal may we find the inspiration to be people of resurrection 
and hope. Amen. 



Hymn: “In heavenly love abiding.” Anna Letitia Waring 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SFxG0h57kk  

 
In heavenly love abiding, 

no change my heart shall fear; 

and safe is such confiding, 

for nothing changes here: 

the storm may roar without me, 

my heart may low be laid; 

but God is round about me, 

and can I be dismayed? 

Wherever he may guide me, 

no want shall turn me back; 

my shepherd is beside me, 

and nothing can I lack: 

his wisdom ever waking, 

his sight is never dim, 

he knows the way he’s taking, 

and I will walk with him. 

Green pastures are before me, 

which yet I have not seen; 

bright skies will soon be o'er me, 

where dark the clouds have been; 

my hope I cannot measure, 

my path to life is free; 

my Saviour has my treasure, 

and he will walk with me. 

Blessing (Words: Roddy Hamilton, Mucky Paws) 

In the lush pastures of life that hold meeting places with love, 

may your feet know the way to find them. 

By the still waters of the running stream, 

may your hands shape a cup and drink deep from it. 

In the valley of death’s shadow that ever threatens, 

may your sense of life find the way through. 

At the banqueting table set before your enemies, 

may your cup be full and overrunning.     

          continued … 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SFxG0h57kk
http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws


Like the anointing oil that runs down your head, 

may the blessing that is you spill into the world with eternal promise. 

In the way a shepherd’s staff wards off lameness from fear, 

may trust be your protective companion on the way. 

Through each day’s living as it unfolds, 

may goodness and mercy make their way into every moment. 

At the doorway to the house of the Lord of life, 

may you recognise your home and your hearth. 

And in the song that makes a dwelling-place in your heart, 

may its music rise in your soul. 

 

Song: “Spirit of Life” – Carolyn McDade. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY 

 

Spirit of Life, come unto me. 

Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion, 

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 

move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 

Roots hold me close; wings set me free: 

Spirit of life, come to me, come to me. 

Break for morning tea. 

During the break we will be divided into two groups (St. James and  

St. Margaret’s, for sharing over a cuppa). 

News. 

Sharing joys and concerns. When each item is shared, the leader says: this is 

our joy/concern. The people respond: This is our prayer. 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO WATCH A RECORDED VIDEO OF A 

UNITING CHURCH SERVICE. 

 

The following services are available at different times. Some are broadcast 

“live” and posted later. Others may be available before Sunday. They each 

provide a different style of worship. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY


Glenbrook Uniting Church – Rev. Eli Elia, 

https://glenbrook.uca.org.au/worship/at-home-worship/ 
 

Fairfield Uniting Church in Melbourne – Rev. Alex Sangster. Can be viewed 

after Live streaming on their Facebook page 5 p.m. Sunday. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/standrewsfairfield/videos/ 

 

Canberra City Church – Rev. Paul Chalson 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWI3V4rBZKUFc2A53W9gUA/videos  
 

Adamstown Uniting Church – Rev. Rod Barnes  

https://vimeo.com/user40559973 
 

St. Michael’s in Collins St., Melbourne – Rev. Margaret Mayman. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHkxtz3F-LLEMo1433rPueg 

https://glenbrook.uca.org.au/worship/at-home-worship/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/standrewsfairfield/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWI3V4rBZKUFc2A53W9gUA/videos
https://vimeo.com/user40559973
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHkxtz3F-LLEMo1433rPueg

